
Turner-Koepf House 
Seattle Landmark Nomination Supplemental Information 

The following information expands upon the brief historical overview on the 
Jefferson Park Ladies Improvement Club contained in the October 2018 Seattle 
landmark nomination document prepared by Northwest Vernacular on behalf of 
the Beacon Arts Board.  

Jefferson Park Ladies’ Improvement Club 

The Jefferson Park Ladies’ Improvement Club (JPLIC) was established in 1912 by 
several women to support neighborhood and civic improvements “for the purpose 
of developing social and civic interests on Beacon Hill and near Jefferson Park.”1 
Founding members of the JPLIC were Annie E. Winsor, Jennie Palmer, Lulu Hall, 
Carrie E. Hall, and Rhoda E. Flaherty. The JPLIC advocated for lighting, paving, 
grading, sidewalks, parking strips, a sanitary fill, parking restrictions on narrow 
streets, and regrading of the north end of Beacon Hill. They also supported funding 
drives for the Red Cross, Anti-Tuberculosis League and the Cancer Society and 
supported the Children’s Orthopedic Hospital.  

In its early days, the JPLIC met in a variety of locations including the assembly room 
at the Beacon Hill School, the basement at the Beacon Hill Congregational Church, 
and in the homes of early members, including: Jennie Palmer (2902 17th Avenue S), 
Lulu Hall (2027 15th Avenue S), Gertrude Spencer (2512 14th Avenue S), Carrie Hall 
(2366 17th Avenue S), and Gertrude Doyle (3034 Beacon Avenue S). 

In 1915, they dedicated the site for a new home for the club at 15th Avenue S and 
Beacon Avenue, celebrating the new site with a bonfire and refreshments. They 
were still fundraising for the construction of their club house in 1920. By March 
1923, they were still planning on constructing at the site, which appears to have 
been adjacent to Bayview Street as well. However, plans seem to have changed and 

                                                       
1 “How the Oldest Beacon Hill House Became the Oldest Women’s Clubhouse,” The Seattle Daily 
Times, April 27, 1924: National Weekly section, 5.  



the JPLIC was presented with the opportunity purchase the Turner-Koepf property 
later that year.   

In 1936, the clubhouse was considered the center of community life on Beacon Hill 
– with many community clubs and groups using the clubhouse.2 Social activities 
included picnics, card parties, an annual winter-time bazaar, hosting (often in 
conjunction with the Beacon Hill Men’s Club) summertime neighborhood carnival. A 
June 6, 1928, article in The Seattle Times, describes the event as including “A merry-
go-round, dance floor, fish pond, lunchroom and the usual carnival 
features…arranged on the club grounds.”3 Prizes were given for best decorated car, 
bicycle, doll buggy, baby carriage, with a pet show and parade stunts. Proceeds 
from the carnival were used maintain and equip the clubhouse.  

 

The grounds and house were all part of the clubhouse experience in the 
neighborhood according to 1929 Seattle Daily Times article,  

Surrounded by grounds with a frontage of 150 feet, one sees the children of 
the neighborhood gathered in healthful amusements, the juniors enjoying 
other forms of entertainment along with the grownups in the spacious 
clubhouse.4 

The Beacon Hill Men’s Club even met at the ladies’ clubhouse before it expanded 
and became the Beacon Hill Community Club. The JPLIC helped establish a 
kindergarten on Beacon Hill and worked to replace the wooden bridge at 12th 
Avenue S across Dearborn Street. Together with the Beacon Hill Community Club 
and the Beacon Hill Parent-Teacher-Association, the JPLIC helped establish a branch 
of the Seattle Public Library at 2708 Beacon Avenue in 1945. Before the PTA existed 
at the Beacon Hill School, the club supplied shoes, medical, and dental work to 
children in need. The JPLIC also helped with the opening of the municipal Jefferson 

                                                       
2 “Pioneer’s Home on Hill Links Olden Days with New,” The Seattle Daily Times, March 13, 1936: 12. 
3 “Club Will Put on Old—Time Carnival,” The Seattle Daily Times, June 6, 1928: 14. 
4 “Women Plan for Annual Carnival,” The Seattle Sunday Times, June 2, 1929: Society and Clubs, 
Music News, 7.  



Park golf course, constructing tennis courts at the Beacon Hill Playground, and 
putting up playground equipment at Jefferson Park playfield. 

The JPLIC was a member of the Seattle Federation of Women’s Clubs. As a member 
of that organization, the JPLIC worked for the betterment of not just their own 
neighborhood but the city as well. In 1929, the Seattle Federation petitioned King 
County commissioners to appropriate equal per capita allowances for aged married 
couples under its care not living within the county homes as it provides for those 
living there. They club also held political rallies (for both major parties) and lectures 
from authors and professionals.  

The JPLIC often put up an outdoor Christmas tree for the neighborhood, one nearly 
as high as the clubhouse building.5 The tree was located in the northern grounds of 
the property.  

The JPLIC paid off the debt on the Beacon Hill Clubhouse in 1939.   

                                                       
5 The Seattle Sunday Times, June 12, 1930:  Rotogravure Pictorial Section, 3.   
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