
Save Garden House!    Sept 11, 2018 
  
From:  
Beacon Arts and Seattle Beacon Hill Historic Preservation Coalition 
2336 15th Avenue South 
Seattle, WA 98144 
savegardenhoue@gmail.com 

To: Seattle City Council 

Washington State Federation of Garden Clubs (WSFGC), own the Keopf/Turner Estate, located at 
2336 15th Avenue South, Seattle, WA 98144. At the WSFGC Convention June 5, 2018 in Tacoma, 
WSFGC voted to sell the property. 
  
Beacon Arts, local arts council and 8-year tenant, is spearheading the effort to maintain this historic 
property as a vital and affordable meeting space that the community, non-profit groups, and artists 
can access. 
With the pressures of rapid redevelopment and increasing density on Beacon Hill, this site offers a 
rare chance to preserve a piece of Beacon Hill history and much needed open greenspace for future 
generations. Once lost, it will never be reclaimed. 

Beacon Arts is applying for Seattle Landmark Designation for the house and grounds. Without the 
proper status, even with the Federation's intention to preserve the house, this property garden, and 
orchard could be subdivided, torn down and redeveloped.  

The House was built in 1883, is the oldest home on Beacon Hill and has been known by many 
names. First as the home of Judge Turner , then developer Keopf. The property was purchased by 
the Jefferson Park Ladies improvement Club (JPLIC) and became the first woman owned gathering 
hall in the State of Washington in 1923. The pear orchard on the south lawn contain some of the 
oldest pear trees in Washington State. JPLIC’s club house was home to the civic work of active far-
sited women who fought for public health, access to public transportation, schools, parks, and a 
public library on Beacon Hill. “The Ladies’ Clubhouse”, as it was called, offered space for community 
meetings and events large and small. Children on this block cut a deal with the caretaker to play in 
the yard if they mowed the lawn.  

In 1977, the Ladies’ Improvement Club was aging out and sought to preserve their 54 year legacy by 
obtaining National Historic Registry Status for the property and then passing it to the Washington 
State Federation of Garden Clubs for safe keeping, as designated in a covenant in the quit claim 
deed. Under WSFGC ownership the property was known as “Headquarters House” and over time 
became less connected with the Beacon Hill Community, except as a private rental venue which 
helped cover WSFGC expense for maintaining the property. Throughout this time many personal 
and community events have deepened the bond between this facility and the Beacon Hill neighbors 
who love and utilize the space. 

The Beacon Hill Community owes WSFGC a debt of gratitude for their forty years of stewardship. 
We believe that they are due fair compensation on the $2,200.00 initial investment they made paying 
a debt on the property in 1977.  

We also feel that the next, right and just receiver of this property is the Beacon Hill Community, 
whose history it embodies. 

In 2010, Beacon Arts rented the old caretaker’s apartment as an office and began to open the 
property to the public at free and low-cost events. Beacon Arts began using the name “Garden 



House” in our outreach and it stuck. That name now appears over the door and on the WSFGC 
website. 

Because of our presence here Beacon Arts became aware of the imminent sale and have invited 
WSFGC to work with us to this end. They have declined to offer any special consideration for our 
community to negotiate a fair price and allow us to organize and raise necessary funds  

So far, nine local non-profits have formed the Seattle Beacon Hill Historic Preservation Coalition: 
Beacon Arts, Beacon Hill Council, the Dante Aleigiri Society, Beacon Hill Merchants Association, 
Jefferson Advisory Council, Beacon Hill Garden Club, Beacon Food Forest, Friends of Lewis Park, 
Green Seattle Coalition. Each of these organizations have picked up a thread of the work started by 
Jefferson Park Ladies Improvement Club and work for the benefit of our rapidly growing 
neighborhood. They are all in accord that this property is so significant to our neighborhood’s history 
and future well-being that it should be preserved intact. We ask that the City of Seattle join us in 
seeking secure preservation of Garden House and its grounds. Help to identify or create the most 
appropriate receiver to carry on the tradition of public access and civic engagement that is integral to 
the history of Garden House. 

To this end, we request a budget line item of $2 million in the 2019 budget to assist our community in 
the acquisition, preservation, and restoration of Garden House. Funds may also assist with the 
organization of a preservation authority with sufficient capacity to successfully guide the future 
maintenance and use of this historic cultural gathering place for the Beacon Hill Community. 

Sincerely, 
Betty Jean Williamson 
Beacon Arts Board President  
On behalf of  
Seattle Beacon Hill Historic Preservation Coalition


